APICAL CUTTINGS -A NEW TECHNOLOGY IN SEED POTATO
PRODUCTION

Integrating apical cuttings into seed systems reduces time to which high
quality seed potato is available to farmers, while increasing efficiency of
seed production compared to current practices. Apical cuttings are produced
from tissue culture plantlets in the screen house, rather than minituber, and
after rooting, are planted in the field.

Commercial production of apical cuttings in the screen house on left and
Field crop planted from apical cuttings 2.5 months after transplanting

Each cutting produces 7 to 10, and up to 15+, tubers which are multiplied for
one more season or two, then the harvest is sold as seed. Starting from a
single tissue culture plantlet, seed production through cuttings surpasses that
through minituber from aeroponics and sand hydroponics by 3- and 11-fold,
respectively, and reduces time by one season. While the technology is not
new, using apical cuttings in seed systems has just begun in Kenya. The
International Potato Center (CIP) is collaborating with private sector partners
to adapt apical cuttings in Kenya. While the production of cuttings is on its




way to being established, the key step to integrating cuttings into seed
systems relies on developing market demand among seed multipliers and
farmers for cuttings.Read more

APPROVED CHEMIALS FOR POTATO PRODUCTION

The presence in the market of counterfeit seeds, pesticides, herbicides and
other agrochemicals endangers the life and health of the consumers and
farmers while increasing chances of economic losses in farming. Most of the
potato farmers and stakeholders are not aware of the chemicals that have
been approved by Pest Control Products Board (PCPB) for use in potato
production in Kenya. To help solve this problem, Potato Council has
partnered with PCPB on awareness creation and will be availing this
information through NPCK website and othercommunication channels. To
access the list of approved chemicals please click on the following
link: http://www.pcpb.or.ke/cropproductsviewform.php. Go to the search
dialogue box, type the word potato. This will filter only chemicals approved
and registered for potato production.

NPCK LINKAGES WITH OTHER PARTNERS

NPCK has been working with Public and private organizations towards
promoting initiatives, policies, and program in the Potato value chain to
enhance the growth of the subsector. NPCK is partnering with Kenya Private
Sector Alliance (KEPSA) through the Agricultural Sector Board. Areas of
the partnership include; 1) Identification of potato subsector issues that
require lobbying and attention of the National and County governments, 2)
Development of Medium Term plan Il and 3) Review of Agricultural Sector
Development Strategy with the aim of enhancing Agriculture sector growth
and promoting sustainable agribusiness. KEPSA has also been holding
County consultative forums to enhance private sector involvement in
development and implementation of a draft National Policy on Enhancement
of County Governments Own Source Revenue and the County Governments
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(Revenue Raising Process) (Draft) Bill that will regulate County Licenses
and taxation on agricultural products. NPCK has also been working with the
recently launched Kenya Horticultural Council (KHC), a merger between
Kenya flower Council and Fresh Produce Exporters Association of Kenya, to
introduce traceability system in the subesctor. The focus will be on a
customized traceability system for local potato markets which will later be
upgraded for export markets. This is aimed at enhancing the quality of
marketed potato and at the same time promoting integrity and transparency
of the farmers and traders.

UPDATED SEED POTATO AVAILABLE FOR COMING SEASON

The table below provides a summary of the seed potato varieties currently
available and their respective producers for the season that begins in
September 2017. Since certified seeds are limited, NPCK encourages potato
farmers to make their orders early and this can be done by calling the
respective companies directly or through NPCK.

Multiplier Varieties

ADC Molo Kenya Karibu, Dutch Robijn, and Shangi

KALRO Tigoni Shangi, Dutch Robijn, Kenya Karibu, Sherekea
and Tigoni,

Syngenta E. A Jelly and Rumba

Kisima farm Panamera, Voyager, Dutch Robijn, Asante,
Taurus, Sherekea, Unica, Challenger and Sagitta

Gene biotech Shangi

GTIL Potato Apical stem cuttings of Shangi, Dutch
Robijn, Konjo and Unica.

Agrico E.A Markies, Manitou and Destiny

Stockman  Rozen | Potato Apical stem cuttings of Shangi, Unica,

Kenya LTD Kojo, Dutch Robijn, Kenya Mpya, Asante and
Sherekea.Mini tubers of Unica, Dutch Robjyn and
Konjo
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STRENGTHENING SEED SYSTEMS FOR THE POTATO VALUE
CHAIN IN KENYA

As part of Feed the Future Kenya Accelerated Value Chain Development
(AVCD) project, the International Potato Center (CIP) and partners are
working to addressperennial challenges of limited accessibility to quality
seed potato among farmers. The project is targeting four counties: Elgeyo-
Marakwet, Nandi, Uasin Gishu and Meru which are part of Feed the Future
Kenya zones of influence.

The photos show a farmer in Meru standing in a plot with a good potato
crop grown from quality seed potato purchased from a local seed multiplier
(left) and a poor potato crop grown from seed of unknown origin sourced
from local markets (right).

The aim is to build seed systems that contribute to achieving the target of
potato farmers earning a gross margin of US$1,132/ha. This entails a two-
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step approach.Read more

YOUTH TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE DYNAMICS IN POTATO
FARMING

There is no denial that farming as a profession has rarely been regarded as a
prestigious job. It is no surprise that most youths express a desire to leave
rural farms for "Good jobs" in urban cities. This happens due to having a
limited understanding of the opportunities and dynamism possible in farming
today. For example, with the rapid population growth and increased rural-to-
urban migration the demand for potatoes to make urban delicacies is only set
to rise higher. This is evidenced by the new phenomena's of chips like
"karai" and chips "mwitu”. There are other opportunities that are untapped
such as the high demand for ready-cut frozen chips which is currently served
with importation while a number of processing companies are operating at
50% of their capacity. The high demand for seed potato and the new
technologies available for rapid seed multiplication also provide business
opportunities for youth. The youth are presented with a great opportunity to
meet these demands using innovative approaches and technologies, which
the other demographic segments may find challenges in adopting. Robust
infrastructure such as ICT connectivity, cold storage & processing are some
of the initiatives that the youth can venture in the potato sub-sector.

RELEASE OF THE POTATO VARIETY CATALOGUE 2017

The third issue of the potato variety catalogue is now out and NPCK is in the
process of distributing them. The 2017 edition has 19 new potato varieties
that were released after the 2015 edition. It also has 7 additional seed Potato
producers.It describes potato varieties in terms of use, tuber features,
maturity period, yields, disease and pest resistance. Hard copies can be
collected at NPCK offices or access the soft copy here
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